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the octahedric group of meteorites. The con-
stituents of that group are camacite or nickel
ferrite, the eutectoid plessite and taenite.
These are arranged in Widmanstatten figures,
and usually are of such large dimensions that the
structure seems very coarse even to the naked
eye.

F. Rinne (61) has pointed out that the
analogy with the iron carbon alloys can be
followed even in small details. So, for instance,
in some of the meteorites taenite forms round
the islets of plessite envelopes, which are
strikingly like those of cementite round the
pearlite islets, thus showing that the process of
divorcing followed in both cases exactly the
same laws.

The spherodisation of such brittle constituents,
as cementite, is important from the practical
point of view too. Such hyper-eutectoid steel,
as already mentioned, could not be forged and
shaped into suitable forms if the brittle lamellae
of cementite were not previously converted into
globules. The ancient Damascene process seems
to have unconsciously made full use of that
property. In our modern processes, however,
it seems that for one reason or another that
process was rather underestimated, or even
overlooked.

It might be interesting to mention that not
only cementite, but carbides, for instance, in
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